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CAPITAL ruN.AnjiE.vr.
,Two or three Articles la the RtTCDUCAH

on Ibe subject of capital punishment tiara
ha4 fce effect of arraying all oar city co

temtvrarlet la aolld line trains! us, Tbe
bowl tt went P 'rom ' H ' lnc 'aa
aty paawn ye teraay on toe Fno buojw,
with thtf execution on Friday morning In

Alexandria, and tbe foul murder the tame
ertnlng In Armory aqnaro la Wathlngton,
wu b fitting cloae to tb gory and bart aroni
record of Uie week. Slnco tha beginning of
tbU discussion, howerer, we hate bad tbe
satisfaction of conrertlogoneof trareotcm-poraric- a

to onr Ideaa, and we bare CTcry
hope that we shall work a similar change of
spirit In the aaognlnary mind of llie others
before many months.

Washington has, we are sorry lo say,
earned an unenviable notoriety In a criminal
way daring the last twrlre or eighteen
months, ehare had more murder than
almost any cltr In the Union of the same
population lo the same period, and the pros
pert wonld seem to 'be that we shall retain
our murderous leadership for some time to
come. ScTcn murders hate been committed
In this District la a twelvemonth. We hare
bad three executions here and one In the
neighboring city of Alexandria. The
arznment of the supporters of capital pun
ishment Is that frequent executions hare
the effect of "striking terror" Into the
criminal clasfes, and thereby diminish
Ing crime. Thoe who advocate the
abolition of the death penalty maintain ex-

actly the opposite theory, and are snstaloed
by criminal statistics op to the present date.
Io England, when cren children twelre and
fifteen years of age were executed for petty
larceny, e rime was more rampant than It was
alter the mitigation of the code. Writers
npon the subject show indisputably that
crime always Increased Immediately after an
execution that U, when tbe executions were
conducted la public lo "strike terror Into
the dangsrons portion of the population
Curiously enough our own experience here
goes to sustain tbe same side of the question.
Nearly erery one of tho murders that hare
taken place here recently followed npon the
beets of an execution,!) that tbe in terrortm
argument would seem, when Investigated, to
be utterly false and to produce results the rer
opposite to luoee luteuded to be reached. Itls
from a conviction of this character that wc
approved the commutation of O'Brien's
sentence, and that we shall la the future
labor for the abolition of the death penalty,
substituting Instead a system of punishment
more lu accordance with the spirit of tho day
and the generation. la this work wc know
that we have the sympathy and support of ft

larre portion u( our population.
We bare written the preceding remarks

with a view, however, to Introduce a few ex-

tracts from the works of Edward Urlngiton
on Criminal Jurisprudence, which have Just
been published by tho National Prison Aspo-

rtation with an Introduction by Chief Justice
Chase. Mr. Livingston, about fifty years
ago. la obedience lo the Legislature of Louisi
ana, undertook to prepare a system of penal
law for that State, tbe excellence of which
was acknowledged by Benthan and Jefferson
and has been commended by the leading Jurists
of every clrlllxed country In the world. The
work has teen printed In England, France
and Germany, and, as Mr. Chase says, "It
wlllllroas long as the pnnbhment of crime

and the reformation of rrlmlnats continue to
engage the attention of legislators and phi-

lanthropists. The distinguished author will
be rtmemlered by a few of oar oldest Inhab-

itants as a United States Senator, a member

of Andrew Jackson's Cabinet, and Minister
to France. In one of the preliminary reports
to the different branches of the work Mr.

Livingston took strong ground against the
death penalty Chief Justice Chase, In his

Introduction, say that ' the day Is at last ap-

proaching when his broad and romprtbtn-slv- e

views will not only be appreciated, bnt
realized.' u e shall only make a few

extracts npon one special branch of tho ques-

tion, viz , the Inefficiency of executions to
prevent murder lie says, and It I as true of
t(A aa It waa at Ihfl tlnut ha wrotfi

Murder and thou attem,a to murder a3c

are capitally punished nave increases ia soot x

the United States to a degree that not oaty
creates general alarm, but, by the atrocity with
waloh usy are perpetrated, fix a stain oa the na-

tional character whlrb It will be extremely ll

to efface." "The Mis curiosity which
draws so many thousands to witneas tbe exhlbl-lio- n

of aumsn suffering at tbe executions, the
lev Hy with which tne spectacle Is benetd, demon-

strates the demoralising and ef
fects, while the crimes committed at the very
moment of the example lateaded to deter from
the commission show how entirely Inefficient
It Is. Ooe Instance of this la so remarkable that
I cannot omit Its detail, la tbe year istt a per-

son named John Lecaler re execuud at Lancas
ter, in reoaslranU, for an atrocious murder,
Tbs execution was, as usual, witaesaed by an Im-

mense multitude; and of the salutary effect it had
on tbslr fssllnxs and morals we mar lodge from
the following extract from a newspaper printed In
us aetxfcborhood: 'It has long' says the Judicious
editor, been a controverted point, whether
public executions, by tbe parade with which they
are oondaeted. do not operate on tbe vklous
pert of the eoaotanlty more as Indumenta to
tnan examples uciimii iruw ciuh. m
taken nlace la Leaeastsr would lead one to be-

tiaTataat the spectacle of a public execution
MOduce leu reformation than crimlaal pro-

pensity. While an old offence was atoned for,

mora Uin a dozen new ones were committed,
md so of a capital gratis. Twenty-eigh- t persons

were eonuaiued to Jail on Friday night for dirers
offsueee at Leeosur, such as fnr, larceny,

aaaeult and battery besides many gentle
men lost taeir pocist-MK- wucro mc iick
tmrkiu eaeanetL or the JaU would have over
flowed. Ia tbe ereolag, as ooe Thouu puma
was going nome, ne was mci ij unv n uwn, u
whom be bad some previous ulsuodsrstanding,
whtnwinon drew a knife and gave him dirsrs
tabs la saadry places which are considered

mortal. Wilson was apprehended and commit-

ted to J til and bad the name Irons put on him

which had aorccly been laid off long enough by

Loehier to get Mid. Wlleen was one of the
urowd who left ls residence expreaaiy to wlt-n-u

ths execution and was aOtrwerdseoovtcted
of Us murder."

See how curiously crimlaal history, 1U
other hutory, repeats Itself. Tbe man wngat,
who has been Indicted for tut murder of the
Tollsh peddler a cuuple of months ago la this
city, as a spectator at tbe two preceding
executions, and within a couple of days the
tuurdcr of whlcu ug is accuKd was com-

muted.
Aralu. Mr Llvlogtlon sayn
"Urlvcn from every other grouad, they (the

supporters of Uo deaU penalty) defend It as
peculiarly applicable to tho case of murder. The
Jlvw abaudouuicut of It for other offences Is a
proof of the gradual adreuce of true principles,

and Ue pertinacity with which It Is adhered to

in this shows Ue force of early impressions and

inveterate prejudice even In the mostentlghu
ened mlad; yet that prejudice must la time

yield totheevuenoe encrea uvue jr--

rteaiu which have attended Uli Infliction,"

"it is commonly advocated oa tbe prin-

ciple! of vindictive JusUoe, and can be with a

doe rtgart to fecu on no other. The mur-

derer dcaerree death I lie that sheds mania

blood, b WW hu u Wo0'' be ,ll,(,ll
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liiuod fur blood I Thcae are tbe ex- -

clsmatlons tbst are nsed Instead of argu
ment. Koch sentiments, combined witn tne
spectacle of legal revenge which they dictate.
can produce but one effect, naif the odium and
horror oi uting annua lire u kmi by tne

of seeing It made a public duty, while tbe
motives are sanctified which are but too apt to
jaitlfy It In the mind of an Irriuted IndlvMoal,
who marnlflea the talurv he has received, over
look the provocation he gave, and thinks him
excusable in uoing, to saturynu passions, iiwhich public Jnstlce does from the same motive
-f- tvenge."

The evidence on this silc of the question
might be accumnlatcd at infinitum Hang-

ing only tend lo Inc rcae murder, not to pre-

vent It Four Slates of the Union bare
already abolished capital pnnUbmrnt, namely,
Michigan, Rhode Island, AMconMn and towa,
and tbo testimony Is universal that murder
Is fa" frequent than when tho galUws
flcmrMicd In those States.

FATA - NIMII.KCT IN EUCC'ATION.
Notonlr I the education of the yoang so

conducted as to Impair their health. In tbe

tut majority of Institutions of learning, out
It Is so managed as to mhdtrer t and distort
their mental functions and nnflt ibrm for tbe
cares and dntlcs of later Me. In no profes-
sion U there so mnch quackery as In educa

tion Parents, for lath of the proper in-

struction la their own earlier years, assnme

tbe sacred renponslbllllles of their relation to
offspring with scarcely any knowledge of the
task they undertake, and with still less
capacity for Judging of the fitness of Instruc-

tors. They are usually far f rwn realizing the
Important truth that the rtower to nndcrtUnd
and the power to lead other and younger
minds to understand are by no means cer-

tain to he united In the same person They

hare commonly Imaginary conceptions of

what education Is or should be, and try to
compel the youthful Intellect to conform to
standards and methods for which It has
neither comprehension nor sympathy. They
are easily Imposed on by the rwcmUons ta
the Inst met or who claims to be able to carry
out their programme, and often discover

their mistake only when too late to repair u.
If parents and teachers would rceognlxe

that Ood gives the child In Intellectual
and lhal their dnty l not to force or

direct Its giowth, but simply to aid that de-

velopment and enable the new comer to see
with lu own eres the dangers with which Its

life H lc?ct, they might easily find a guide

to their action, which Is commonly over-
looked or Impatiently Ihrnst aside. The
child Is almost always eager for Information.

lu desire U manifested most striktngly by

the questions with which It constantly piles

evrry one about It, and which they, afraid to
admit their ignorance even to a (iuia,onen
rebuke as "foolish." and so escape the con-

fcsidon These ecasrlcf Inquiries Indicate

what knowledge the young Intellect will

drink In faster than It can be supplied, and
wh.st It is prepared to digest and assimilate

for tbe evolution of its character. moc
parents who, Instead of disregarding tbctr
children's qnerles, take note of them, answer
them as satisfactorily as practicable, and
strive both to be prepared to do so and to In-

form themselves where the little ones have
unconsciously proved the parcnUl Ignorance,

arc rarely dlsappotuled la their hopes for the
Intelligence of their offspring, and In tbe ad-

ditional development of their own families,
wrooghtby this kindly and generous exercise,
they almost alone of all fathers and mothers
find that full frultlou of the family relation
which, though so sweet and rare. I In souw

decree attainable by alL
Mark now tbe lesson of this method The

child s Interrogatories are abont the things
perceived around Its mind does not search
far into the unseen Its appetite Is for practi-
cal facts It seeks to know about lU bouse.
the trees, the dog, the cat, and about Itself.

It withes toundcriUnd why fire hurts, wny

Itself Is sometimes lck, why flowers smell
sweet, why some food Is pleasant and why
some Is disagreeable Trt these practical
matters arc usually the last things It Icarus.
Physiology the structure and uses of Its
own Itodv I neglected, while facts for whlth
Tt cares nothing aie forced lolo Its

reluctant ganglion by threaU or penalties The
mystery of the beginning and development
of animal life Is hidden from It when It be-

gins to wonder and catechise- - Mistaken
dclleary denies ItthcenllghtenmentHcravw,
and It turns to "obscene llteratnro" for the
Insight It falls to find elenbeie This neglect

to teach this most Important subject with

clearness and propriety U a lcndiu j cahe of

the circulation of such literature, and while

the cause continues the effect cannot rcaona-bl-

expected to rcase.

Tde Svntlw llrrahl of Toatcrd-- v sat-- i
"Oa tbe Qljtit of FrlJsx, the rrrr dr on

which Charles ODi lea oufht to hare raid upoa
the catTold the penalty of a cold sod strocioo
murder, there was found la on of th moat cen-

tral public squares of our cltr, within halllnE
dlstaareof our most popular thorough tare, tbs
Inaetislble form of a reapccUMe tusn. with bis
beslaadfacs battered almoat out of reeofnl- -

tkon. his pockeu rifled, and bu ojiajt croans
bcrue fltlnliy awsy upon the winds of the wild
March nlfht. Thus tbe commutation business
Is early bearing Its legitimate fruit.

Why not rt It In this way
'rtn the n1ht of VrtiUr. the rerr day on

whiviCnsrlesManleypall u .kmi the arsBohlla
Alexandria the peasity of cold and atrocious
murder, mere wsi foand In one of the most cen-

tral public s,otrsi of oar rlty, within haUUiff

distance of our moat popular toroujhtsre, the
Insensible form or a respectable rasa, ct j nua
the hanflnf busineas is early bearing ItslegttL.
mate fro it."

Tlie Ihral T$ nrfftim nt cuts loth w ays.

Iltt. .V. II. Miller, lata publisher of the
Vuhlnirton.4njsf4er. imled bis roaniCilon

with that Journal on UU feiluMiy d tttend
lo other roKagements rlaliulti? bis llrae hntj

tUlontlon. During Uio Itst two years Mr.

Miller, by hi able nud Mirrcssful manage-

ment of the Amet-jtr- hi rendered good
serrlcotoUie Republic m iarty,uot only In

the District, but throughout tne eonntry. lie
mado It an able lili-- toiiM (lerman news

paper, and In retiring from lt control ne
has the lst wUIips oi ItU w asociaie ami

FKOiftbe tenor of a number of ccmmanlca-Uoo- s
received at the htae omre we sus-

pect that tbe etiitorlal in tb REnsucm this
tnornlng. headed General (Ira at and Oenerat
Dlx,Hdues not aRogelher reOsci publlo senti-
ment In aahlng wn. Har Ad(rily.

We do not know who the Vdr's corre
spondents are, but from the tenor of the com

munications receneu at tne
ofllce. we are certain that wo reflect tho en
lI(htcocd and Intelligent public sentiment
the cliy.
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